First Square Dance Tip 
Calvin Campbell 


First Patter Call 


Beginner Dance Parties are used to entertain and not to educate people. This 
means the goal is different than a square dance lesson. You are not trying to teach 
them any square dance basics. You are only trying to get the dancers to dance and to 
enjoy moving to the music. 


It takes very few square dance “basics” to entertain new dancers for one evening or 
afternoon. In “Teaching New Dancers“, | show you ways to square dance using only 
two “basics”. Circle L/R and Arm Turn L/R Here is a sample dance pattern: 


Join hands & Circle Left ... Circle Right ... Face your partner ... Turn your 
partner Right Hand Around ... Turn your partner Left Hand Around ... Join hands 
& Circle Left to Home 


Notice a couple of things. | have only used two SD basics. My goal is for them to do 
something with their Partner and to find their way back home. For the new dancer, ata 
beginner party, that is often a challenge. 


Circle Left ... Say “Hi” to your partner ... Face the person on your other side 
... Turn this person Right Hand Around ... Turn this same person Left Hand 
Around ... Go back to your partner and say, “Hi” ... Join hands and Circle 
Right to Home ... 


Now, | have identified someone on the other side. | haven’t given them any 
identifier (corner). They are just someone hanging onto the other hand. When the 
dancers are comfortable turning this “other person” you can tell them that this person is 
the “Corner”. 


Circle Left ... Turn your Partner Right ... Turn your Corner by the Left ... Back 
to your Partner and Circle Left to home ... 


You can following this pattern building a bit further by extending the Arm Turns with 
the partner and the corner a couple of times. You might want to add Forward and 
Back in a couple of places. 


if you do all of this, you will find that you have probably used up all the music one 
time through the recording and it’s time to take breather. 


In this process, the dancers have had fun, they have moved to music and they have 
been entertained. They have danced three square dance basics. They have learned 
that they have partners and corners and where home is located. For new dancers, that 
is a lot. 


Noice also that this particular square dance routine can be used with any mix of 
genders. All each pair needs to know is who is their partner and who is their corner. 


First Singing Call 


As you read this post, keep in mind that people come to dance. The music you use 
is much more important than the dance you teach them. People who are dancing to 
good music are never bored. 


You need to show new dancers very few square dance basics before introducing 
them to dancing a singing call. You also do not have to have squares made up of 
male-female couples. 


Once the pairs know who is their partner and who is their corner, you can introduce 
the idea of Head Couples and Side Couples. This was done using Arm Turns and | 
suggest you continue using Arm Turns. Have the Heads Couples Turn the opposite 
person Right Hand Around, and Left Hand Around. Then do the same thing with the 
Side Couples. Have the Head Couples Circle Four and the Side Couples Circle Four. 
None of these square dance basics need male-female pairs. The commands are 
genderless. 


With just Circle L/R, Arm Turns L/R, and Forward & Back, you now have enough 
calls to do several singing call routines. Here is one example: 


Figure 
Heads Forward & Back ... Circle Four (Left) Once Around ... Sides Forward & 
Back ... Circle Four (Left) Once Around ... Turn your corner left ... Turn your 
partner right ... Join hands and Circle Eight all the way around. 


Intro/Break 


Circle Eight to the Left eight steps ... Forward and Back ... Circle Eight to the 
Right eight steps ... Forward and Back ... Bow to the corner and shake hands ... 
Bow to the partner and shake hands ... Circle Left all the way around. 


Notice several things. No partner change. No need to identify genders. Each time 
through the routine, there is a 16 beat tag where everyone can sing. Use an old 
standard for the music and sing your heart out. 


In this tip, you have taught three square dance basics. The dancers must also 
remember who is their partner and who is their corner. They must also know who is the 
opposite person and the location of home position. The must keep track of Head 
Couples and Side Couples, That is eight variables they must process and execute 
correctly on command. 


For them, that is a lot of knowledge. Don’t worry about them getting bored. They 
have a lot to think about. Finally, they have had the experience of enjoying their first 
singing call. Keep it Simple! Keep it Fun! The night is young. 


